























































































































































































































































































































































































































M SVVM - B

St. Peter's chains at the Cathedral in Rome

“Itwas great, great, great to have you here and we miss
you a lot. Every day we listen to your voice chanting
“Ramana Ashtothra.” That's our way to do our puja in our
meditation room before meditating. It helps us to still the
mind.

“We saw Gaetano Landoni again. He was very happy to
have met you and told us that Dr. Musermann had said to

“A great many thanks
for having come to our
Hindu Centre, for having
blessed it by speaking on
Bhagavan Sri Ramana,
and for your very warm
supportinsending us such
a large number of books
on Sri Bhagavan. This will
form avaluable addition to
our small library. | have
been striving very hard for
the last fifteen years to
develop the Hindu Centre
along with a few of my
close friends. | think slowly
we are getting some-
where."

— Dr. V.K. Pillay, Singapore, (July 1992)

“Sri Ganesan was here with us for about a week in
accordance with his original programme. We had awonder-
ful time in his company. We were able to organise two talks
by SriGanesan atthe premises of Chinmaya Ashram, Hong
Kong. Both talks were well attended by 50 to 60 people.
Besides these talks, we also organised one whole-day

At Shibuya City Hall, Tokyo

him: ‘The more days elapse from that evening with Mr.
Ganesan, the more important | feel that meeting was for
me.’ Yesterday Dr. Musermann told me himself that he was
very happy to have been able tomeet you. In our minds your
words are working: You gave us a greatlesson and we are
very thankful to you.”

— Olga Ammann, Como, Italy (July 1992)

retreat and another outing
programme. There was
good participation at both,
Altogether it was a very
satisfying experience for all
of us. We not only heard
many anecdotes which Sri
Ganesan provided from Sri
Bhagavan'slife butalso the
quintessence of Sri
" Bhagavan'steachings was
very ably explained.”

— V.Panchapakesan
Hong Kong,
(May 1992)

* * *

“| really appreciate your visiting us in Japan last April.
We derived much spiritual benefit from your talks and your
presence amongst us. | in particular found my conscious-
ness gradually changing from the merely intellectual to the
direction pointed to by Sri Bhagavan. Now | feelthatthe Way
of Sri Bhagavan is very easy bcause the accomplishment
or the living example of it exists. It is Sri Bhagavan.”

— Kunshi Kitagawa,
Nippon Ramana Kendra, Osaka, Japan, (June 1992)
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T.K. Jayaraman
(18-5-22—3-4-92)

Sri T.K. Jayaraman, an ardentdevo-
tee of Sri Bhagavan, attained the Lotus
Feet of the Lord on Friday, 3rd April,
1992. He bore his final iliness with amaz-
ing fortitude and unruffled calm, ab-
sorbed in Sri Bhagavan and His works
to the last.

A life-long devotee of Sri Bhagavan,
Sri Jayaraman often visited Sri Ramanasramam during the
lifetime of the Maharshi and after. He used to speak fre-
quently about the indescribable peace that he enjoyed
whenever he sat and meditated in the Presence of Sri
Bhagavan.

He was also closely associated with Sri Muruganar,
whose “Tiruvembavai” in praise of Sri Bhagavan he trans-
lated into English for the Jayanthi ‘9 lissue of The Mountain
Path. Just a few days before his demise, Sri Jayaraman
completed his English translation of Sri Bhagavan's
“Anmasakshatkaram”. His translation of “Devikalottaram”,
which also he did only recently, will be featured in the next
issue of our journal.

Affable, gentle, ever-helpful and self-eftacing, Sri
Jayaraman will be greatly missed not only by members of
his own family, but also by the entire family of Ramana-
devotees.

Kasipillai Navaratnam *

Kasipillai Navaratnam, a greatdevo-
tee of Sri Bhagavan for the last 58
years, was absorbed in His Lotus Feet
on8thJune, 1992, at Torontoin Canada.

Navaratnam had his first darshan of
Sri Bhagavan and Arunachala on De-
cember 25, 1935, and from then on had
no desire to seek any other sacred place. As an accountant
in the Ceylon Government Railways, he used to spend his
annual leave in December every year with Sri Bhagavan.
Shortly after his marriage to fellow-devotee Ratnambal,
Navaratnam was to leave to join his wife in the U.K., when
he learned of Sri Bhagavan's impending Mahasamadhi.
Cancelling his plans, he rushed to Tiruvannamalai to the
bedside of the Maharshi and participated in the chanting of
“Arunachala Siva" as Sri Bhagavan shed His mortal frame.
He afterwards participated in the Mahasamadhirites also.

He is survived by his noble wife, pandit and translator,
Ma Ratna Navaratnam, herself a well-known and well-loved
figure at Sri Ramanasramam, who, like her late husband,
has been spending her retired life in the pursuit of self-
enquiry, aided by the grace of Sri Bhagavan.

Smt. Rukmini Nilakanta
Rao

Smt. Rukmini came from the
Giddaluru Sambasiva Rao family.
Every member of this devout family
holds Sri Bhagavan as the one and only
God. Born in 1924, Rukmini's attach-
ment to Bhagavan began practically
from her birth, and in her younger years
had the good foturne to spend much
time in the Ashram and receive the
personal attention of her Sat Guru. Al-
though her mother-tongue was Telugu, Sri Muruganar
encouraged her to learn Tamil, which she did, thus enabling
her to read Sri Bhagavan's Tamil works and correspond
with the Ashram at ease. She was absorbed into the Lotus
Feet of her Sat Guru on 16th Jaunary 1992.

K. Sivaraj

K. Sivaraj, |.LA.S. (retired), former
Chief Secretary to the Government of
Gujerat, and President and co-founder
of the Ahemadabad Ramana Kendra,
was absorbed in the Lotus Feet of Sri
Bhagavan, at Bangalore.

Despite his many accomplishments
in public service, Sri Sivaraj will be
remembered by his fellow Ramana-
bhaktas as a staunch devotee whose public life never
overshadowed the spiritual, an unflinching support to oth-
ersin their times of trouble, using every skill at his disposal
to meettheir needs. Though he himself has attained, he will
be much missed by the rest of us.

* * -

Smt. V. Rajalakshmi

The beloved wite of K.V. Mama,
grandson of Echammal, first came to
her “Lord" Ramana on 24.6.42 as the
bride selected by Echammal for her
grandson with the blessings of Sri
Bhagavan. During her married life she
was adevouthostess to Ramana-devo-
tees visiting her home. In her brief
memoirs she has recorded interesting
experiences of Sri Ramana's increas-
ing Grace, which she concluded with the words, "My Ramana
will never forsake me. He will always be with me till my last
breath; and even afterwards.” And with Ramana'’s name on
her lips, she attained His Lotus Feet in absolute peace on
18.5.1992.
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R. Gouthama
(17-8-40—19-6-92)

R. Gouthama, the third son of Smt.
Sharada and Sri K. Ramaswami of
Bangalore, reached the Holy Feetof Sri
Bhagavan on Friday, June 19, 1992
Born into a devout family of Ramana-
bhaktas, Gouthamawas well-grounded
in spirituality, which was only intensi-
fied by his nineteen-year stay in Chi-
cago, U.S.A, where he was living until
the time of his death.

Sri Bhagavan's Grace to Gouthama was full and com-
plete. He spent the last months of his iliness in complete
smaranofthe Lord, and his funeral, though in America, was
conducted in exemplary fashion, with chanting of
“Aksharamanamalai”, “Sat Darsanam”, and “Upadesa
Saram" to the last.

He is survived with heroic fortitude by his wite, his
daughter, his brothers and parents, who have displayed
how devotion to Sri Bhagavan can surmount the greatest of
tragedies in this ephemeral world.

» - L]

Maha Krishna Swami

Sri Maha Krishna Swami, beloved
head of the Sao Paolo, Brazil Ramana
Kendra, was absorbed in the Lotus Feet
of the Lord Ramana on October 26,
1992, at the age of 56. Sri Bhagavan's
name was on his lips till the last. During
his time in Brazil, the Swami worked
unceasingly to spread the message of
the Maharshi and urge devotees along
the path of self-enquiry.

Muni Sri Amarendra Vijayaji

Muni Sri Amarendra Vijayaji attained
samadhi on 23rd June, 1992 at
“Shantiniketan” near Tithal Beach,
Bulsar.

Born in a Gujerati Jain family in the
year 1925 at Kutch, he took dikshatrom
a Jain guru in 1951 and lived a life of
renunciation, sadhana and tapas.

The Muni revered Sri Bhagavan as
“the most prominent saint of our century, whose life and
teachings illuminated for me the path ofliberation taught by
Sriman Bhagavan Mahavir". His Gujerati book dedicated to
Sri Bhagavan, Atmajnana and Sachanapath, has been a
source of inspiration and a guide to many sadhaks.

December

Skandasramam Ramaswamy

Skandasramam Ramaswamy, who
came to SriBhagavan in the 1940s, and
for most of the last twenty years has
taken  immaculate care  of
Skandasramam, was absorbed into the
Lotus Feet of Sri Bhagavan on October
10, 1992. Although Swami was often to
be seen in meditation, he spent the
better partof each day silently occupied
with his guru seva of sweeping, clean-
ing and washing every corner of Skandasramam, inside
and out. The ashram’s famous sweet and pure water, which
gushes forth from the spring found by Sri Bhagavan back
around 1915, owed its continued purity to Ramaswamy's
regular cleanings of the spring and cisterns. Although
Ramaswamy had gone to his native village in Coimbatore
to recover from a prolonged iliness, he staunchly returned
to Ramanasramam when he saw that the end was near. By
the grace of Sri Bhagavan, he was absorbed within three
weeks ofhis return. Sadhaks and sadhus from the Mountain
and around Tiruvannamalai gathered to bid farewell to this
silent and faithful servant of Sri Bhagavan.

Brahmachari Gopal Krishna

Brahmachari Gopal Krishna of Paramatma Niketan
Ashram in Natuk was absorbed into the Lotus Feet of the
Lord on July 6, 1992, This fervent devotee was so drawn to
the spiritual life that he left medical school on the eve of his
final examination. During the course of his parivrajaka, he
was kicked, as he used to say, to Tiruvannamalai to see Sri
Bhagavan. This experience was the turning point of his life.
He |ater established Paramatma Niketan Ashram, where he
taught the teachings of Ramana Maharshi and Sri
Ramakrishna.

Mannu

Sri Mannu, beloved Ashram worker,
was absorbed in Sri Bhagavan on 7th
August, 92. Mannu first came to Sri
Bhagavan in the company of his elders
around 1948, when he was about 10.
He hearkened from the village of
Chettipattu, three kilometers from
Tiruvannamalai, and the only village
from which Sri Niranjanananda Swami
would hire labour. He was a nephew of
Krishna Konar, the first member of this village to come and
work for Sri Ramanasramam. Mannu was cheerfully work-
ing in the packing department of the Ashram Book Depot at
the time of his death.

Published by Sri T.N. Venkataraman, President, Board of Trustees, Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai-606 603,
S. India, and printed by Sri T.V. Venkataraman at Kartik Printers, 12, Aranganathan Subway Road, Madras 600 015.

Editor: V. GANESAN.
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