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BOMBAY PILGRIMS.
Rajubhai Joshi, B. V. Thakur, V. S.

and R. Venkataraman.

(Back Row — [ to r) : P. V. Somasundaram, M. G. Bhagwath,
Sundaram, N. V. Pethe, Bhaskar Rao, R. T. Vyas
(Front Row) : Smt. Minakshi Joshi, Dr. Sarla Patel, Kum. Sheela,

Master Mahesh, Rajkumari Prabhavati Raje, Smt. Padma Rao, Smt. Pethe
and Smt. Geeta Sundaram

BOMBAY DEVOTEES” VISIT TO THE
ASHRAM

A group of about twenty devotees from Bombay
arrived at the Ashram on December 3, led by Sri
P. V. Somasundaram, who represents our journal in
Bombay, later joined by Rajkumari Prabhavati
Raje from Madras, with the definite purpose of
praying to Sri Bhagavan and Sri Arunachaleswara
on the very auspicious occasion of Karthigai Deepam.

Their visit is all the more important since efforts
are afoot in Bombay to initiate and construct a
‘Sri Ramagna Maharshi Centre’ at Bandra in Bom-
bay. A very old devotee of Sri Bhagavan and the
Managing Trustee of Mahatma Gandhi Seva Mandal
in Bombay, Sri M. K. Deshpande, has graciously
agreed to give a plot for this sacred purpose. The
*Centre * will include a Meditation Hall with Sri
Bhagavan’s Shrine, a Library, a Hall for research
and study of Maharshi’s works and a small guest-
house to accommodate visiting-devotees.

With the active participation of Rajkumari Pra-
bhavati Raje, Sri N. D. Sahukar, Sri M. K. Desh-
pande, Sri Kotak, Sri R.  Venkataraman, Sri
Jal Cassad and other deeply devoted devotces
of Bhagavan in Bombay, we feel the * Centre ' would
be completed soon and serve as a ‘Gateway of
India’ to Sri Ramanasramam.

SURI NAGAMMA IN BOMBAY

Suri Nagamma, who is well-known to our readers
(author of Letters from Sri Ramanasramam), is now
staying in Bombay, convalescing after an eye ope-
ration at Bangalore,

Bombay-devotees of Sri Bhagavan took this
opportunity to accord a reception to her and
arranged for a meeting of devotees at the Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan on November 20. Mrs. Mani Sahukar
presided and Sri Harilal Dresswalla addressed the
gathering.

Suri Nagamma’s speech in Telugu was translated
into English by Sri Avadhani, with whom she is
staying.

There was a good gathering of earnest devotees
and they had a feeling of serene peace on the occa-
sion of honouring this illustrious devotee and writer !

* * *

Rajkumari Prabhavati Raje, well-known to all old
devotees of Sri Bhagavan, came for a short stay at
the Ashram, with a party of devotees from Bom-
bay. She spent ten day at the Ashram from
December 3.

Rajkumari Prabhavati, in addition to seeing the
Holy Deepam and attending the elaborate and thrill-
ing Sri Chakra Pujas at the Mother’s shrine, for
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“ RAMANA CENTRE, BOMBAY”

Devotees of Sri Bhagavan in Bombay,
Gujarat and Maharashtra, are requested
to send suggestions to

Sri P. V. Somasundaram,
11/155, Adarsh Nagar, Worli,
BOMBAY - 400 025

in order to make the best possible use of
the offer made by Sri M. K. Deshpande.

which she had to extend her stay for a few more
days, gave two very interesting talks upon Sri
Bhagavan's Upadesa Saram. She also performed
bhajan one evening interspersed with illuminating
explanations. During the bhajan she sang select
verses from Kavyakanta Ganapati Muni's Uma
Sahasram and the Hymn of 108 Names of Bhagavan,
used daily for worship at Bhagavan's Shrine of
Grace.
# # % *

The Elayaraja of Travancore, Sri Marthanda

Varma, with the Elayarani, Smit. Radha Devi, paid a

(from I to r) : Sri T. N. Venkataraman, Elayaraja
Sri Marthanda Varma, Elayarani Smt. Radha Devi
and Rajkumari Prabhavati Raje

January

visit to the Ashram for a few days’ stay in Decem-
ber. Their relative Rajkumari Prabhavati Raje was
also present at the Ashram then. During their short
stay, they both and the Rajkumari, with the guidance
of Sri Viswanatha Swami and assistance of Sri K.
Natesan, had darshan of all places in Arunachala
hallowed by the stay of Sri Bhagavan; of also
Padaiveedu where there is a temple of Sri Renuka
Devi associated with the tapas of Sri Ganapati Muni.

The Elayaraja writes as follows :

“My wife and 1 were in Ramana Ashram for
all too brief a period. The ever full presence of
Maharshi was available to our receptive capacities
and as always the time to leave was difficult and
the call to come again as before very strong. It is
our fervent desire to come again and again.”

— MARTHANDA VARMA

PILGRIMS

We are always happy to have amidst us sincere
devotees of Sri Maharshi devoting all their time to
sadhana during their stay.

= * #

Patricia Freitas from Hawaii is one such gem of
a devotee. She spent nearly seven months in our
Ashram and left for
Hawaii only in the
middle of December
after  witnessing  the
Holy Deepam. She
shares the following
with our readers :

“ As an evident dis-
play of Grace, I have.
once more, been
brought to the Foot of

Beloved Arunachala.
The past several
months spent at Sri

Ramanasramam  have
proved the continued
blessings of Bhagavan
and the peace that fills the heart, is beyond des-
cription.

“ Beloved Bhagavan truly lives! His Grace is
all-consuming ; and the sweet fragrance of His Love
is overpowering. Sitting at the Samadhi or in the
Old Hall, where Beloved Bhagavan has sat with His
devotees for so many years, the heart automatically
gets lost in His supreme Grace. To stand for a few
minutes in front of the Maha Nirvana Room is to
have the heart simply overflow with His Love. To
spend some time on the Hill is to know joy without

Patricia Freitas



1977

compare ; and to go on a pradakshina is to be
overwhelmed by the beauty and all-pervading silence
of Beloved Arunachala,

“How very gracious Beloved Bhagavan has been ;
how can 1 thank all those who contributed to make
my stay a most pleasant one!”

— PATRICIA FREITAS
Honolulu,
. * ‘ *

Lucy Cornelssen : We are very happy to inform
our readers, particularly the German devotees, that
this humble devotee of Bhagavan would be staying
with us indefinitely and would be willing to offer
any possible help, assistance or guidance to those
who know only German, and who want to acquaint
themselves with the teachings of Sri Maharshi. She
has already written three books on Maharshi in
German under the pseudonym, Satyamayi. She
arrived in December, right in time for Deepam.

% * *

Wolter A. Keers: Our readers know him well
through his remarkably well-written articles. We are
happy to have had him amidst us for four days in
November. He would be bringing a group of devo-
tees some time hence. He is always welcome to his
* Home ’ !

* * *

Julia Severance and Mohini Bakshi:  These
devotees from New Delhi came on a brief visit in
the first week of October. They took keen interest
in all the Ashram programmes. They also visited
Skandashram and Virupaksha Cave on the Hill and
the big temple of Sri Arunachaleswara., Many devo-
tees are particular about going round the Hill even
during their brief visit and these ladies also did
likewise.

= * *

Pavan : Young Pavan, yet in his early teens,
came to the Ashram all alone from Secunderabad.
The son of Sri Kailash Khanna, and grandson of
Sri H. C. Khanna, who are well-known devotces,
he wanted to do the trip all on his own. True to
the family tradition he regularly attended Vedapa-
rayana, puja at the Ashram. On Vijayadasami Day
he went round the Hill along with other devotees.
We wish this budding devotee all the best,

* * *

Sri P. 8. Easwara Iver : This well-known devotee
vjsited the Ashram on October 24 and 25, along
with his family. They all went round the Hill
during their brief visit.

* * % . *
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The Founder President of the London Re-Orienta-
tion Yoga Academy in London, Sri Paul, visited the
Ashram in November,
together with Ted
Beechy, Jacek Holda-
nowicz and Miss Usha.
Sri Paul, in addition
to helping yoga-stu-
dents in that line,
directs earnest seekers
to Bhagavan Sri Ra-
mana Maharshi and
His teaching of vichara.

During  his  visits
to India which he
loves so dearly he
never fails to visit our
Ashram and pay his
homage to Bhagavan
Sri Ramana.

Sri Paul would like seekers living in Great Britain
and deeply interested in Bhagavan Ramana, to
contact him at:

R.0.C.U.P., 64, Notting Hill Gate,
London-W11 3HT (Phone : 01-727-6148)

Sri Paul

OTHER VISITORS

W. Radhakrishnayya of Pakala and family N

Brahmachari Pranavananda of Sri Ma Ananda-
mayee Ashram :

Murrdy Rogers of Jerusalem

P. K. Hazra of Singapore

Lucille Fillow of Montreal, Canada

Le Mince of France )

Matijevic Dragan of Yugoslavia

Dr. Michael von Bruck of East Germany

Manfred Bottcher and Breger Armin of West
Germany

Mahalingam Chaitanya of Australia

Wayne Reid and Max Ryan of Australia
Alexander Sutterland of Scotland

Mrs. Karin Lahmann-Stegmann of West Germany
Fellay Huguette of Switzerland

Suzanne Bautz of England

Maria Macek of Yugoslavia .

Wolfgang Heidinger of West Germany

Owaldo Educardo Hartenstein of Brazil

Mr. & Mrs. Navaratnam of Sri Lanka
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Mr. C. B, Bethell of Australia
Dr. Susanne Schaup of West Germany

My. Edgar Graf of Switzerland

My. Alan Macleay of London

Mpy. Terence Mcdonnal of London
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Thomas of England

OUR MANAGING EDITOR’S TOUR

For practical reasons a spiritual journal, like
The Mountain Path, has to seek material support
through advertisements. Qur journal being a very
good medium for advertisement and publicity there
is a fairly steady flow of such material, kept up
through continuous contact with the firms and
personnel thereof. Personal contact is essential,
periodically.

With this object in view, Sri V. Ganesan, our
Managing Editor, left the Ashram in the last week
of September on a tour of north India, which took
him to Delhi, Raniganj, Asansol, Baroda and
Bombay.

Help comes forth from Bhagavan’s devotees in
this task. Above all there is the guiding hand of
Bhagavan as in all Ashram activities. Sri A. R.
Natarajan, Secretary, Ramana Kendra, Delhi, ex-
tended spontaneous and substantial help to our
Managing Editor and we are thankful to him.

While at Delhi, Sri Ganesan stayed with Sri Nata-
rajan and family, who showered such affection and
hospitality on him throughout his stay that it was
very difficult for him to bid them farewell. He visit-
ed the Ramana Kendra shrine and was very happy
and thrilled to take part in their weekly meeting,
His visit to Prof. K. Swaminathan was a notable
event in his tour. The Professor is a source of
strength to the Ashram in many ways and as
on previous occasions Sri Ganesan was deeply

impressed by his varied, high qualities of head and

heart.

In Bombay, assisted by Sri P. V. Somasundaram,
he could contact Sri M. K. Deshpande, Sri N. D.
Sahukar, Sri R. Venkataraman, Sri G. S. Pohekar,
Sri Jal Cassad and others with regard to founding a
Ramana Centre in Bombay. He was very happy to
visit the site proposed to be gifted by Sri Deshpande
for this Centre. He impressed on them all the need
for such a centre and urged them to commence the
construction at their earliest.

As usual, 'he also enjoyed meeting Bhagavan’s
devotees wherever he visited. He turned to the
Ashram in December, just in time to participate in
the Holy Deepam festival. P :

January

OBITUARY
S. DURAISWAMI AYYAR

S. Duraiswami Ayyar (94), a stalwart among
the devotees of Bhagavan Ramana, passed away at
Sri Aurobindo Ashram
on December 2. He
first came in contact
with = Ganapati Muni
when he was living in
Madras. He  found
him immensely inte-
resting as a genius of
many parts, apart from
his life solely devoted
to tapas for the re-
demption of his mother-
land. He got initiated
by him in a mantra
of the Mother of the
Universe and together
with  him came to
Bhagavan Ramana dur-
ing His stay at Viru-
paksha Cave.

Sri Duraiswami Ayyar

His association with Bhagavan was very intimate
and it was he that looked after the medical treat-
ment during Bhagavan’s last illness. Though a bril-
liant advocate, he cared neither for money nor fame.
He was contributing to Sri Ramanasramam and to-
wards the expenses of Ganapati Muni.

It was he that took Ganapati Muni’s manuscript,
Uma Sahasram, to Sri Aurobindo. It resulted in
Sri Aurobindo’s profound appreciation of the work
as super-human and the meeting of the two adepts.

For Duraiswami Ayyar, his devotion to Sri
Maharshi was very sacred and secret. He would
scarcely talk about it. Once pressed by some ear-
nest devotees at a private meeting in Bombay to
tell them something about Bhagavan, he said : “ Two
things about Bhagavan Maharshi impressed me
more than anything else, the sweetness of his per-
sonality and the absolute authenticity of his utter-
ances.” He inherited his love of music from his
famous ancestors, like Veenai Kuppier, used to
attend Veenai Dhanam’s Vina performance and had
Vina as his special hobby.

Drawn to Sri Aurobindo from the days of intense
political agitation for India’s freedom, he continued
to adhere to him even after his total retirement at
Pondicherry, utterly dedicated to supramental Yoga.
He lost two sons and a daughter. He had only one
daughter left, Smt. Kausiki, the wife of the former
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Governor of Kerala, Sri Vis..anathan. His wife,
Meenakshiammal, was one with her husband in his
complete dedication to spiritual life and we share
with her the grief of separation from such a brilliant.
noble and loveable soul,

SWAMI RAMANANDA BHARATI

Prof. K. R. R. Sastri was well-known to India
through his multifarious literary activities. He was
deeply spiritual and was of great help to all spiri-
tual movements ; he himself several times carrying
out a missionary type of fervent propaganda for
Hinduism and Hindu Sages of yore and of modern
age. His devotion to Sri Ramana Maharshi was
unique,

After leading a very successful life, being an
authority on International Law, he served as Pro-
fessor of Law in Allahabad University and was later
Dean of the Facultry of Law at the University of
Rajasthan. Author of several books and widely
travelled, finally he renounced everything and be-
came a sannyasi with the name Swami Ramananda

ASHRAM BULLETIN \ 69

Bharati,
activities.

and was busy carrying on his spiritual

The Swami passed away peacefully in Madras at
the age of 77. -

THE MOUNTAIN PATH LIBRARY
New Additions

Saint  Arunagirinatha: By Swami  Anuananda.
Pub. : Pongi Publications, Sri Vaishnavi Shrine,
Madras-600 062, Pp. 144. Price: Rs. 12.50.

The Serpent of Paradise: The Story of an
Indian Pilgrimage : By Miguel Serrano. Pub.:
Vikas Publications Pvt. Ltd., 5, Daryaganj, Ansari
Road, Delhi. Pp. 182. Price : Rs. 6.50.

By A New And Living Way: By Mary
C. Fullerson. Pub.: Shambala Publications Inc.,
1409, Fifth Street, Berkeley, California-94710,
U. S. A. Pp. xvii -+ 88, Price: $ 2.50.

The Form Of The Fourth: By Mary C. Fullerson.

Pub.: Shambala Publications Inc., 1409, Fifth
Street, Berkeley, California-94710, U.S.A. Pp.
xvii + 88. Price: $2.50.

Just Released

BHAGAVAD VACHANAMRITAM

TAMIL translation of TALKS WITH SRI MAHARSHI
by Sri Viswanatha Swami ' ' : S

B ThlS lucid and elegant Tamil translation fulfils the long- standlng need of
Tamil devotees of Sri Bhagavan, not knowing English.

Volume I (Containing translation of Part I of the original Test in English)

Size : Crown 8vo. 304 Pp. Price Rs. 5.00 (Postage extra)
Volume II  (Containing translation of Parts II & IIT of the original Text in English)
Size : Crown 8vo. 416 Pp. Price Rs. 6.00 (Postage extra)
Available from :

, | SRI RAMANASRAMAM BOOK DEPOT

Sri Ramanasramam P.O.,
TIRUVANNAMALAI 606603, South India

Volumes I & II
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Letters to the Editor

PRACTICE OF MEDITATION

. During meditation there are times when I can keep
my . mind still without any thought. I know there
are no thoughts and yet I do not experience any
particular happiness not to mention ecstasy. Nor do
I know by being still that I am God. Why so?

A seeker from Poland.

Knowing that there are no thoughts is also a
thought. Thoughts may be temporarily quiescent but
not. eradicated and lying in wait to spring up again
at the slightest provocation. If the mind is truly. still
and thoughts eradicated . the ever-present Self not
obstructed by desires, anxieties, fears all bound up
with thought, will shine forth in all glory and flood
one with a feeling of such well-being and happiness
that words are too poor to express'it. Just persevere
till the mind becomes truly still. This is only the
beginning.

MAHAYANA AND HINAYANA

What is the true difference between Hinayzana and
Mahayana? Is there one ? Although I have read
many explanations 1 am still vague about it. Please
explain in as simple words as possible so that the
explanation stays in my mind.

D. PARekH, Bombay.

Mahgyana means the Great Vehicle and Hina-
yana the Lesser Vehlicle or the preferable term of
Theravada. Mahgyana is less strict in interpreting
the disciplinary rules and more willing to accept as
authentic later additions to the scriptures. They
doosened the Buddhist tradition from the exclusive
adherence to the sayings of the historical Buddha.
A Bodhisattva seeks enlightenment not only for him-
self but because he wants to become capable of
pulling others out of this flood of suffering or simply
to help all sentient beings.

Hinayana or Theravada (Doctrine of the Elders)
ignores the innovations of Mahayana or the New

January

Replies by Lﬁcia Osborne

Wisdom School as against the Hinayanist Old Wis-
dom School according to which wisdom alone is able
to chase away the illusion of individuality hiding our
true state which is identical with the Absolute. One
who has attained enlightenment does not go out of
his way to bring enlightenment to others because
ultimately there are no sentient beings to be enlight-
ened in Oneness of Being. This is according to one
of Buddha's Advaitic statements,

Edward Conze in his book on Buddhism mentions
that Mahdyanists and Hingyanists for a very long
time adhered to the same Vinaya (conduct) rules.
As I-tsing (ca. 700} reports :

“The adherents of the Mahdyana and Hina
yana both practise the same Vinaya, recognise the
same five categories of faults, are attached to the
same four truths. Those who worship the Bodhi-
sattvas and who read the Mahgyana sutras get
the name of Mahdayanists ; those who do not are
Hinayanists.”

THE LAW OF KARMA

How is it that we see really good people suffering
from want and troubles and bad people known to
do unrighteous things prospering and enjoying life.
Is that God’s justice ? How could you explain it ?

A young visitor from the North,

So long as we think we are this body the theory
of reincarnation holds good. There is no fate except
what we ourselves have prepared with our deeds. If
a good man seems to suffer he must have performed
bad actions in a previous life and is now paying for
it to clear his karma and be able to be happy again
afterwards. The bad man is enjoying for the present
the good results of good deeds he has done some
time or other and afterwards will suffer for the bad
deeds when they become ripe for retribution. Deeds
ripen like fruit and bring results at the right time.
There is no injustice in all this as you see.
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